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In literature, rising action refers to the events that lead up to the highest point of tension: the climax. Such a series of relevant incidents in a play creates interest, tension, and interest, thus leading to the advancement of the plot. The rising action, therefore, comprises of background circumstances and all characters' flaws that build twists and turns. In Romeo and Juliet: Act II scene 2, readers are lefts at the climatic stage when the acts end when Friar Lawrence almost secretly marries Juliet and Romeo.
Therefore, the rising action in this chapter is deduced from the events culminating in the marriage. The first event is the balcony scene. Here, Juliet and Romeo confess their love for one another. Shakespeare's use of light and dark imagery describes the blossoming romance between Romeo and Juliet. The act presents Romeo standing in the shadows and looks to the balcony while in a soliloquy, asks the sun to kill the envious moon. As such, the act depicts Romeo as a mature, genuine, and understanding lover who has moved from the melodramatic woes.
Again, the depiction of the scene to take place at night heightens the maturity of Romeo and Juliet's love. Their love is shown to exists in a quiet world free from violence and feud. However, the act presents a heightened tension following the machinations leading to Romeo and Juliet's wedding. Romeo first approaches the Friar and pressures him to marry Juliet and him. The Friar, in return, justifies the request hoping it will heal the family quarrels once it is known. On the other hand, Juliet waits impatiently for the wedding news after having sent her Nurse to inquire about the proceedings. Interestingly, the Friar's final advice to Romeo of considering it a mistake to fall in love and marry quickly creates more tension not only to Romeo and Juliet but also to the readers.
